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Planting Site 
Application Packet





Dear Potential Partner:

In 2007, Tree Trust was offered a unique opportunity to receive a matching grant from a local family foundation committed to reforesting the Twin Cities. The foundation, which wishes to remain anonymous, agreed to match dollar-for-dollar any donations from individuals and community groups that were made to Tree Trust for the purpose of planting trees in the local community. 

For every $150 reached in the fund, Tree Trust plants one six- to eight-foot tree – not a sapling – in a public park or recreation area and arranges for three years of professional maintenance so it can thrive. Green Futures donors are invited to volunteer at the planting event they make possible.

	In October 2008 our first Green Futures planting was held in St. Louis Park along the Cedar Lake LRT trail. Forty volunteers came together to plant 100 trees at this event, which was funded by donations and the matching grant. 

In May 2009 our second Green Futures planting was held in Spring Park along the Dakota Trail. In October 2009 we held our third Green Futures planting in Lake Elmo Park Reserve. These two plantings brought together an additional 80 volunteers and put 265 more trees in the ground. 
In 2010 we held Green Futures plantings in Minnetrista, St. Paul, Inver Grove Heights and Burnsville. These events involved 146 volunteers in the planting of 300 trees.

Additional Green Futures plantings will continue, and we invite local parks departments, cities and the like to apply to be a Green Futures planting site.
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Important Information

· Planting sites must be public places – parks, recreation areas, trails, etc. Private property will not be considered. Schools should apply to our Learning with Trees program.
· Please submit one electronic copy of the completed application to Tracie Huhn, Director of Development and Marketing at tracieh@treetrust.org.
· You may request an electronic version of this application by contacting Tracie at tracieh@treetrust.org or you may download it from our website at http://treetrust.org/get-involved/donate/green-futures.html. 
· Applicants will be contacted within one month of receipt of their application. 

· Please indicate on your application if you are interested in being considered for a fall or spring event.

· Organizations may apply to be a Green Futures planting site every year. If an organization was chosen as a planting site in the previous 12 months, they must show proof of maintenance that was completed on the project and include pictures of the site along with their application.

· Successful applicants will:
· demonstrate their ability to provide appropriate space(s) for the planting of a minimum of 30 six- to ten-foot trees
· demonstrate a financial and environmental need for Tree Trust to provide such a planting
· demonstrate their ability to contribute $150 per 30 trees planted 
· commit to providing three years of maintenance for the new plantings 
· agree to provide digital pictures of the planting site as well as a one-page project summary one year after the planting event (report should describe the implementation of their maintenance plan and include a brief description of  how the planting made a difference to their organization and/or community)
· members of partner organizations will be invited, but not required, to attend the planting event
· Tree Trust will:
· Review all applications and provide feedback to each applicant

· Solicit and manage donations for Green Futures

· Work with partner organizations to develop an appropriate landscape plan

· Provide  trees, mulch, other related planting materials and equipment

· Prepare the site and staff the event (including recruitment and management of volunteers)

· Advertise the partnership and planting
Why apply?

Becoming a Green Futures planting site is an essentially free opportunity to improve your park or recreation area. It’s also a great way to gain exposure, introduce members from the community to your organization/site, and provide an opportunity for concerned citizens to actively participate in improving their local environment. 

Questions?

Please contact Tracie Huhn, Director of Development and Marketing at 952-767-3881 or tracieh@treetrust.org with any questions about the Green Futures initiative or the process of applying to be a planting site partner. 
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Application






	Tree Trust Use Only:

Date Application Received:    


	Scoring:

Planting Site:                         /   70

Public Relations:                   /   30

	Result:




Organization Name:
     
Organization Address:
     
Organization Website:
     
Contact Person For This Application

Name/Title:


     
Address:


     
Phone Number:

     
Fax Number:

     
Email Address:

     
Organization Description

Please provide a brief description of the history and mission of your organization as well as what qualifies your organization to be chosen as a planting partner.

     
Need Statement

Please describe your organization’s financial need as it relates to this request (why is outside funding needed to plant trees), as well as how planting trees at your site is needed to enhance your organization or local community.
     
Planting Site Description

Please describe your proposed planting site. Include a description of its location, size, vegetation that already exists, soil composition, etc. Include a picture and/or electronic base map if possible.
     
How many trees can this site accommodate?

 FORMCHECKBOX 

30-50

 FORMCHECKBOX 

50-100

 FORMCHECKBOX 

100-150

 FORMCHECKBOX 

150-200

 FORMCHECKBOX 

200-250

 FORMCHECKBOX 

250-300

 FORMCHECKBOX 

300+

Please describe how the proposed site can accommodate 20-200 individuals for a community planting day event. If there is a covered structure and/or public restroom facilities near the site, please describe.
     
Please list your preferred dates for a community planting day. (month/date/year)
     
Are these dates flexible?

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 

No
If no, explain:      
Maintenance Plan

Applicants chosen for Tree Trust’s Green Futures must commit to at least three years of maintenance for planted trees. Please describe your three-year maintenance plan including personnel involved, resources anticipated to be available, maintenance activities and schedule. This commitment must include an agreement to water 1” per week in the absence of rain during the months of May through October during the first two years of the life of the trees. 
     

Agreements
Funding

If chosen as a Tree Trust Green Futures planting partner,       (applicant) agrees to provide funding in the amount $150 for every 30 trees planted by Green Futures. 

These funds will come from       (describe sources).
Land Availability (please choose one)
 FORMCHECKBOX 

The site described in this application is legally owned by       (applicant) and can be made available for the purposes described in this application if chosen as a Green Futures planting site. (Required: attached proof of legal ownership.)
 FORMCHECKBOX 

The site described in this application is not legally owned by       (applicant). However,       (legal owner) has agreed to allow       (applicant) to use this site for a Green Futures planting day. (Required: attached proof of commitment from legal owner.)
Public Acknowledgement of Tree Trust
      (applicant) will publicly acknowledge Tree Trust’s partnership with our organization through the following activities (please choose all that apply):

 FORMCHECKBOX 

print an article in organization’s newsletter prior to and/or after planting day

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
include Tree Trust’s Green Futures logo in organization’s literature and/or website

 FORMCHECKBOX 

include a live link to Tree Trust’s website (home page) on organization’s website 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

list Tree Trust among funders/partners in organization’s annual report

 FORMCHECKBOX 

other:      


Signature of CEO or equivalent




Date

Printed Name of CEO or equivalent
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